EVANS  &  NOVAK

1750  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  N.W.

Suite 1203

Washington,  D.C.  20006

ROBERT D. NOVAK

Telephone: 202/393-4340           
Fax: 202/393-5588
January 29, 2008
Mr. Jeffrey O. Nelson

President

Thomas More College of Liberal Arts 

Six Manchester Street
Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054

Dear Jeff,


I received a disturbing telephone call yesterday from Joe Monaghan cautioning me about my commitment to help establish a Youth Leadership Conference (YLF) scholarship at Thomas More College.


He described to me his criticism of your administration and then dispatched to me his January 10 letter of resignation from the Board of Directors embodying his complaints (which I now send along to you). In our conversation, he described your management as “dishonest” and said my contribution would be in the category of pouring in “good money after bad.” He also informed me that you had added $1.5 million to payroll without funding it, partly to pay for two of your in-laws hired by the college.

I have been a journalist long enough not to accept at face value one version of what appears to be a bitter dispute. Nevertheless, in my past contact with him, Mr. Monaghan has come over as a principled conservative, who indeed was partially responsible for putting me in touch with Thomas More College.

Therefore, I must at least temporarily put in abeyance my commitment for what for me would be a substantial commitment of $100,000.


This is tremendously distressing to me. Only a few hours before receiving my call from Mr. Monaghan, I attended a YLF board meeting in which I for first the time told directors of my plans for the Thomas More scholarship. My fellow board members were very enthusiastic at the prospect of providing a scholarship to an outstanding private college (to go along with a proposed University of Maryland scholarship) for an inner city youth.


I am in a quandary about what to do. I am neither inclined nor equipped to embark into an investigation of Mr. Monaghan’s allegations. However, I would very much like to see your response to him, if you care to do so.






Sincerely,






Robert D. Novak
Cc:
Joe Monaghan

